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Todd Bal was an ordinary guy who wanted to find a way to honor
his mother. She, as a teacher, had helped many kids learn how
to read. Todd decided to build thirty miniature libraries and place
them in locations between Minnesota and Wisconsin. People
were free to take a book and leave a book. These little libraries
became gathering places for friends and neighbors to unite with
books as common ground. Word spread quickly, and soon, other
people wanted to know how to have a Little Free Library in their
community. Since their inception, Little Free Libraries have been
placed by kids, volunteers, teachers, hikers, and others in places
from street corners to refugee camps.
This book is a good addition to the study about community
helpers, and the mentions of diverse global locations also lends
itself well to a study of geography or history. However, while this
book attempts to convey the idea that regular people can be
heroes by finding small ways to make a difference, the theme
seems somewhat forced. An author’s note at the back of the book
gives additional information about Little Free Libraries for those
interested in learning more. The book states that over 75,000
registered Little Free Libraries are in existence around the world.
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